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Illinois
I N SID E
GOOD OL’ DAYS
The deaths of several actors — Yvonne De Carlo is
the latest — bring Sylvester Brown Jr. back to the
days of childhood family
gatherings and corny TV
comedy shows. C2

KING DAY
A listing of events planned
for Martin Luther King Day.
C5

GOOD DEEDS
Deb Peterson says five
Missourians, including a
St. Louis man, have been
selected as semifinalists in
the Volvo for Life Awards.
They will compete for a
charitable contribution of
up to $50,000 and a new
Volvo for life from the automaker. C3

| SUNDAY | JANUARY 14, 2007 | SECTION C |

STORMS STRIKE AGAIN

More ice, snow in the forecast
TODAY • As much as
2 inches of snow is
possible as far as
west-central Illinois.
POWER • Ameren
expects help from
out-of-state crews.
STLtoday.com/weather
Get the latest conditions
and forecast online.

By Tim Bryant
ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH

This weekend’s ice storm lacks
the severity of the one that
sheathed the region six weeks
ago but, brace yourself, frigid
temperatures are just ahead.
For most of Saturday, the
number of outages flickered just
above 100,000, AmerenUE reported, while the ice storms at
the end of November cut service
to more than half a million customers.
About 105,000 customers
— 7,200 in Illinois and 97,700 in
Missouri — remained without
power at 5:30 p.m. Saturday.

The storm has been blamed for
at least six deaths in the Midwest
and brought Amtrak service in
Missouri to a halt on Saturday.
Between 60,000 and 70,000 customers were without power in
Springfield, Mo.
Serious driving problems
were few. At some locations in
St. Louis and St. Charles counties motorists had to cope with
darkened traffic signals. Highway crews spread salt on frozen
bridge surfaces but held off treating major roadways, which remained merely wet through Saturday evening.
PL EAS E SEE IC E | C 2

Matt Mesey (left) and Frank Laramie work to move a limb from a
driveway on Ramona Lane in Harvester. Jarrett Baker | Post-Dispatch

Ninthgraders
may get
center

Illinois Treasurer Alexi Giannoulias

ON YOUR SIDE
The walk along Watson
Road gets a little treacherous when a 2-foot-wide
shoulder under a train
bridge is eliminated. C3

SOLDIER HONORED
A graduate of Francis
Howell North High School
who was killed by a
roadside bomb in Iraq is
remembered as a “heroic
American” at a memorial
service. C4

Voters in the O’Fallon
area will consider a plan
for a separate school.
By Angie Leventis

GYM DANDY

ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH

From indoor golf simulators to pedicures on demand, universities across
the country are building
leisure palaces to draw
students. They scarcely resemble the campus fitness
centers of yore, places
with musty locker rooms,
free weights and a couple
of basketball courts. C9

Ninth grade can be a tumultuous
year.
The high school freshman
straddles childhood and the road
to becoming an adult. It’s often
the first time grades have permanent meaning beyond the irritation or pleasure of a parent. And
there’s the classic fear of getting
picked on by seniors.
Some educators say the solution is a separate school, a place
where freshmen can mature without the distractions of a four-year
institution.
Voters in the O’Fallon, Ill., area
will decide this spring if they
want to establish the first freshmen-only school in the state
south of Chicago. The proposal to
build a roughly $37 million school
for freshmen, without an increase
in taxes, was crafted as the latest
solution to crowding at O’Fallon
Township High School. The public rejected an earlier proposal to
build a second high school. Voters
opposed higher taxes and dividing
the community at two schools.
Superintendent Russell Clo be
the district’s only hope to ease

OUR COLUMNISTS
Monday • Bill McClellan
Tuesday • Mandy St. Amand,
Sylvester Brown Jr.
Wednesday • Bill McClellan,
Deb Peterson
Thursday • Mandy St. Amand,
Sylvester Brown Jr., Jo Mannies
Friday • Bill McClellan,
Deb Peterson
Sunday • Bill McClellan,
Mandy St. Amand, Deb Peterson,
Sylvester Brown Jr.

ON LI NE
POPULAR STORIES
Here are the most-read
news stories on STLtoday.
com from Jan. 5-11 based
on page view statistics on
the site.

Illinois Treasurer Alexi Giannoulias (left) high-fives Jordan Clayborne at an open house Wednesday in Giannoulias’ office.
Jordan’s father is state Sen. James Clayborne, D-Belleville. Dawn Majors | Post-Dispatch

First days in office are a whirlwind
FRESH FACE
IN SPRINGFIELD
Alexi Giannoulias
Position: State treasurer
Politics: Democrat
Age: 30
Hometown: Chicago
Prior political experience: None
Education: Bachelor’s degree in economics
from Boston University; law degree from Tulane University in New Orleans.
Background: Son of Greek immigrant parents; worked for Broadway Bank, founded by
his father in 1978; played college basketball
in Boston and pro basketball in Greece.
STLtoday.com/links
Learn more about Illinois
Treasurer Alexi Giannoulias.

1. Amber alert flashed in

boy’s disappearance
2. Woman who lived, died a

recluse will be mourned
3. Despite many leads, boy
remains missing
4. Head-on, wrong-way
crash ends I-270 chase
5. 2 Mo. malls impose
limits on teens
6. Girl cut in fight at Howell
North High School
7. Home invaders kill St.
Louis man
8. Boy’s parents plead:
Bring Ben back safe, no
questions asked
9. Head-on crash with semi
kills 3 Mo. women
10. Son, two others
charged with murder near
Carondelet Park
For a daily list of
most-read stories,
visit STLtoday.com/
mostread.

BILL McCLELLAN

In the costly
war on drugs,
who’s to say
what is right?
Circuit Court Judge Julian Bush seems
like a low-key fellow. He is a slight
and studious-looking. He is an 11-year
veteran of the bench. Last month, he
sentenced Eddie Woodfin, a career
criminal who had been convicted of
possession of crack cocaine. Woodfin
is a tall, husky fellow with long
hair. He looks younger than
his 48 years.
He has been in enough
trouble that there is some
dispute about how much
trouble he’s been in. One
official in the court system
told me Woodfin had

Amid celebrations, he tries to
get down to business.
By Adam Jadhav
ST. LOUIS POST-DISPATCH

SPRINGFIELD, ILL. • On his first day as

state treasurer, Alexi Giannoulias has been
mostly on display — at the swearing-in, in
his office, and at a reception. He’s going to
spend the next couple hours doing more
of the same at the state’s inaugural ball.
It’s 9:22 p.m. Monday, and in just half an
hour he needs to be in place for the first
dance of statewide officials. But his mind
is on his stomach.
“Hey, guys, if there’s a McDonald’s anywhere nearby, I could kill for some food,”
he says.
His driver is listening and finds one, over
the objections of Giannoulias’ mother and
girlfriend, both clad in evening gowns.
Minutes later Giannoulias, D-Chicago,
wearing a classic, double-breasted black

eight felony convictions for stealing.
His attorney said he had 16. At any rate,
the Missouri Department of Corrections reports that Woodfin has done a
couple of stretches in prison for stealing, and at the time of his sentencing,
he was on probation in St. Louis County
for stealing. Admittedly, stealing has a
certain built-in momentum. If you’re a
neophyte, you have to steal $750 worth
of something to qualify for a felony
charge. But after two convictions, all
subsequent cases count as felonies.
Steal a pack of cigarettes? A felony.
But while the record might indicate
that Woodfin is a thief, he told Bush
that stealing is only a symptom of his
problem. He said that his real problem
is drug addiction.
So maybe there was some kind of
weird karma thing going on in January
2004 when St. Louis police thought
they were getting him for stealing but ended up getting him for
drugs. Police found him in a car
that had been reported stolen.
It turned out the car belonged
to his stepson, so no charges
P LEASE SE E M CC L E L L A N | C 3

bmcclellan@
post-dispatch.com
314-340-8143
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tuxedo with black cummerbund and bow
tie is racing into the fast food restaurant.
“Hi, I’m Alexi Giannoulias, the new
state treasurer.”
New is an understatement for Giannoulias, who is just 30 and never held elected
office. Some state legislators have been
serving since before he was born.
Giannoulias got a taste of politics while
helping Barack Obama get elected to the
Senate in 2004, and he wanted his own
chance at public service. He made his decision to run with the blessing of Obama,
not the Democratic Party. He easily defeated Knox County State’s Attorney Paul
Mangieri in the primary, then overcame
GOP state Sen. Christine Radogno with 53
percent of the vote.
It was his first campaign. He previously
worked for the family bank after playing
pro basketball in Greece for a year — he
is 6 feet 2 inches tall — and earning a law
degree from Tulane University in New
PL EAS E SEE T R E A S U R E R | C 6

MANDY ST. AMAND

Woman quits
fashion scene
— but keeps
fashion sense
Most of the blouses and blazers still
hanging on the racks at Sandy’s Fashions and Accessories are marked down
50 percent, although some things are a
little more or a little less. After 22 years
of dressing women in Edwardsville and
neighboring towns, Sandy Drda is calling it quits.
While most of her customers understand Drda’s decision, she said,
some are taking it harder than
others.
“I had one woman who called
me up and asked if it was true,”
Drda said between customers
last week. “I said yes, and the

PL EASE SEE FRE SHM EN | C7

Meeting Monday
Anyone interested in supporting a
campaign in favor of a freshmen-only
school is invited to a meeting at 6
p.m. Monday at the O’Fallon Township
High School library, 600 South Smiley
Street.
STLtoday.com/current |
What do you think of schools
exclusively for ninth-graders? Talk about it in Current
Affairs.

phone went quiet. She was crying and
couldn’t even talk.”
Perhaps the crying customer was
an extreme, although many of Drda’s
customers evolved into friends over the
years. They depended on Drda’s sense,
both fashion and common, while rifling
through clothes and accessories Drda
had chosen on trips to the garment
district in New York at least three times
a year.
Drda, who turned 70 last month,
knows there’s no such word as “boutiquey” but said it was the best way to
describe the things that appealed to
both her and her customers. She recognized her love of fashion at the age
of 5, when she fussed over the dresses
she would wear to school. Her mother
was an accomplished seamstress, so she
often indulged her daughter’s desire to
wear something different from what the
other girls wore.
“I know it’s all about status
symbols now, but all the girls
want to wear the same things
and look like everyone else,”
Drda said. Had they shopped
P LEAS E SEE ST. AM AND | C 3

astamand@
post-dispatch.com
618-659-3634
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Treasurer’s first days in office are hectic
Orleans.
Says state Rep. Jay Hoffman,
D-Collinsville: “He’s a rising star
that will be around as a beacon
for the Democratic Party for a
long time.”
Giannoulias orders chicken
strips for himself, a Diet Coke
for his mother, Anna, and french
fries for his girlfriend, whose
name he closely guards.
Ten minutes later, Giannoulias
is in place at the ball, backstage
on the maroon carpet standing
next to Gov. Rod Blagojevich. Giannoulias’ mother is straightening his tie; his girlfriend checks
for food in his teeth.
Giannoulias walks up to the
balcony overlooking a packed
house of politicians and Springfield operatives. They’re all there
to watch the constitutional officers — including the new one, Giannoulias, in a ceremonial dance.
“That’s awesome,” he says.
The rest of the night is handshakes, TV interviews, hugs and
more handshakes. Sometime
after midnight, “A.G.” — as his
staff calls him — is back in the
State Police van for the ride to
the hotel.
Giannoulias pulls out his PDA
and checks his e-mail.
And then it’s back to business.
“I’ve got an e-mail about the
ethics plan,” he says. “They say it
looks good. We need to go over
that in the morning.”

“Under my own rules, I can’t
take a gift, but someone can write
my campaign a $50,000 check.
Does anyone think that’s weird?”
he asks his staff. “Money in this
case isn’t a gift? What, does it
have to be wrapped in a box?”
Says Noven, the deputy treasurer, “That’s the business, unless campaigns are funded differently.”
Later Tuesday afternoon, Giannoulias gets to the business
of the state’s banking and feels
more at home. He’s in a closed
meeting about investment practices for the office, which manages $13 billion in assets.
“I have an open-door manage-

ment policy,” Giannoulias tells
them. “If you have ideas, I want
to hear them.”
Around the table is more than
70 years of investment experience. Oddly enough, Giannoulias
is the first treasurer in at least a
generation with a private banking background.
Giannoulias says he wants
to make the state’s investments
more transparent.
“This sounds cheesy, but I like
to think of the people of Illinois
as shareholders,” he says. “If I
were a shareholder of a corporation, I want to know what the
corporation expects to do.”
He gets a round of nods from

the table, and then the group
launches into discussions of
forecasting and benchmarks, as
well as securities lending and
new investment authority. They
talk about the low-interest loan
program the office runs, as well
as the state’s college savings program.
One of the office’s investment
managers, Rhonda Poeschel,
says, “It’s nice to be able to talk
with somebody who has that
knowledge.”
Giannoulias wants to set up
an advisory committee that will
include legislators and private
investment managers. But those
people have to guarantee that
they’ll never again be after state
business, he says. There cannot
be even the appearance of insider dealing.
“This has to be Ziploc; it has to

‘Just a baby’
Giannoulias’ office doors are
closed — he’s reading about a
number of multimillion-dollar
hotel loans that the state made in
1982. The loans were never paid
back, and they’ve been a burden
for every treasurer since.
A staff member summons
him; it’s time to go to another
reception, this one for Senate
President Emil Jones. Earlier in
the day he went to a party for
Michael Madigan, speaker of
the House. Madigan has been at
odds with Giannoulias since the
primary last year. Such visits are
important for a novice politician,
especially given Giannoulias’ rift
with the speaker, who also serves
as chairman of the state Demo-

cratic Party. The split developed
over Giannoulias’ candidacy
against Mangieri.
Giannoulias, meanwhile, is
frustrated because he can’t get
enough time to read through the
background on the hotels.
“I’ve been at this for three
hours, and there’s always interruptions,” he complains.
No matter; at 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday, Giannoulias is walking up the stairs in Springfield’s
Hilton again. He is stopped five
times on the steps to the secondfloor ballroom to shake hands.
Off to the side, a Democratic
supporter spots Giannoulias and
blurts out: “He’s just a baby …”
The shock fades away as Giannoulias reaches to shake the
man’s hand.

HURRY, OFFERS END JAN. 15

GET FOUR

Earlier Monday, at 2:15 p.m., Giannoulias is taking the back way
to his office in the state Capitol.
The line for his postinaugural reception is already stretching outside the double doors that bear
his name — a change that only
happened a few hours earlier.
In the line are supporters,
legislators, managers, directors,
mayors, county officials, Springfield politicos, even a Romanian
diplomat. Both Democrats and
Republicans are represented.
Comments focus on the swearing-in speech he gave in which
he talked about his Greek immigrant father who went from
pickle salesman to founder of a
community bank in 1978.
During the campaign, Giannoulias touted his time as a
vice president and senior loan
officer at that institution, Broadway Bank in Chicago, which
manages more than $750 million
in assets. But he almost immediately faced questions about loans
the bank made to campaign contributors as well as to a man with
ties to organized crime.
But that’s in the past, and dozens of supporters are here again
to greet him. Members of his
staff take business cards from officials who could help with new
legislation. He thanks supporters
for their help during the primary
and shows a sense of humor and
charm that has earned adulation.
Later in the day Rep. Harry Osterman, D-Chicago, drops in and
is met with a hearty hug. Osterman looks back at the line of visitors that keeps coming through
the treasurer’s door. “Welcome
to Springfield,” he says.
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A full mailbox
Giannoulias strolls into his office
at 8:20 a.m. Tuesday for his first
full day as treasurer. He greets
his staff, including his deputy
treasurer, Martin Noven, a 13year employee of the office.
There’s some confusion over
who has Giannoulias’ e-mail
password.
And when he leaves a phone
message for Senate Minority
Leader Frank Watson, R-Greenville, Giannoulias still doesn’t
know what phone number to
give.
He also takes time to listen
to his voice messages. He finds
47 waiting since he checked the
previous evening. The mailbox
is full.
He opens his doors and greets
a couple legislators with a hearty,
“Gentlemen!”
State Sen. Mike Jacobs, D-Moline, slips into Giannoulias’ office and says to the staff, “Here’s
to hoping Alexi is going to turn
this sleepy little bank we have
here into an economic giant as it
should be.”
Later, in a closed-door meeting, members of Giannoulias’
staff take turns quizzing him on
a new ethics plan. They’re trying
to anticipate what questions the
press will have.
The new plan will severely
restrict whom Giannoulias’ campaign can take money from. Banks
and anyone holding a state contract are out. So are his employees
or their families. Gifts from lobbyists are not an option, either.
Then the discussion turns
philosophical. Giannoulias sees
something odd about the entire
system of campaign finance in
Illinois.

be clean,” Giannoulias says.

LAST CHANCE FOR
THESE SAVINGS

‘Welcome to Springfield’
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